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SUBJECT: 62D ECOSOC-ELECTIONS TO HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
(HRC) 

REF: STATE 70942 

1 . MISSION OFFICER WAS INFORMED ON A CONFIDENTIAL BASIS 
BY MEMBER OF THE FRG DELEGATION (MERKEL) THAT ITALY WILL 
AGREE TO WITHDRAW AS A CONADIDATE FOR ELECTION TO THE HRC 
LEAVING FRANCE, FRG, US AND AUSTRALIA TO COMPMPETE FOR THE 
THREE SEATS. IN RETURN FOR ITALIAN AGREEMENT TO WITHDRAW, 
FRG AND FRANCE WILL PROMOSE TO SUPPORT ITALIAN CANDIDACY 
IN 1978. THIS AGREEMENT WILL PROBABLY BE MADE PUBLIC 
AFTER A MEETING IN NY OF THE EC-9 APRIL 5. 

2. OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH AUSTRALIAN MISSION OFFICERS CON 
FIRM OUR BELIEF THAT WE CAN PUT NO FURTHER PRESSURE ON 
THE AUSTRALIANS HERE IN NY. IF WE WISH TO PRESSURE 
AUSTRALIA INTO WITHDRAWING, AN APPROACH SHOULD BE MADE 
IN WASHINGTON OR CANBERRA. THE AUSTRALIANS HERE ARE CAM- 
PAIGNING ACTIVELY, STRESSING THE FACT THAT THEY ARE THE 
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ONLY CANDIDATE FROM THE ASIAN"PACIFIC AREA. THAT 
PARTICULAR POINT MAY SOON BE RENDERED INVALID BE 
CAUSE WE HAVE HEARD THAT THE PHILIPPINES WILL PUT 
FORTH ITS CANDIDACY FOR A SEAT IN THE ASIAN GROUP. 
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